
Dear Friends

Your AGM 2022

Thirty of us gathered at Holyport for the Thames Valley Group of Advanced Motorists AGM on
Thursday 28th��Ɖƌŝů͘�dŚŝƐ�ǁ ĂƐ�Ă�ďƵƐǇ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ��' D �ŝƚƐĞůĨ�ƚŽŽŬ�ďĞƐƚ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ϰϱ�ŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ͕ �ĨŽůůŽǁ ĞĚ�
by our Region 2 Service Manager Stuart Haythorn’ s update on the IAM. Stuart was able to tell us of
ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǁ ���K ͕ ��ŶƚŽŶǇ�<ŝůĚĂƌĞ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ǁ ŚŽŵ�ŝŶ�Ă�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ĞĚŝƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ǇŽƵƌ�EĞǁ ƐůĞƩĞƌ͘

^ƚƵĂƌƚ�Ěǁ Ğůƚ�ƵƉŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŽƵƌ�' ƌŽƵƉ�ŚĂƐ�ŵĂĚĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƐƚ�ǇĞĂƌ͕�ĂĚĚŝŶŐ�ŚŝƐ�ƌĞŇĞĐƟŽŶƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�Őŝǀ ĞŶ�ŝŶ�ŵǇ��ŚĂŝƌ͛Ɛ�ZĞǀ ŝĞǁ �ŽĨ�ϮϬϮϭ͘ �̂ ƚƵĂƌƚ�ĚƌĞǁ �ƵƉŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ŽƌŬ��ĞƐ�ŚĂƐ�ĚŽŶĞ�ŝŶ�ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ�
and Observer development; the progress made to keep in touch with members throughout the
pandemic; the partnerships the Group has formed, and the funding we’ve received from the Thames
s ĂůůĞǇ�W����ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�&ƵŶĚ͘ �ZĞĂĚ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ŵĂƩĞƌƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĐŽƉǇ�ŽĨ�ǇŽƵƌ�EĞǁ ƐůĞƩĞƌ͘

Stepping Back

Thursday 28th��Ɖƌŝů�ƐĂǁ �ĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ��ŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ͘�t Ğ�ƐĂŝĚ�ŐŽŽĚďǇĞ�ƚŽ�dŝŵ�
Taylor who has been the Group Secretary for well over six years and we also said farewell to Andrea
dĂůůŝƐ�ǁ ŚŽ�ŽĐĐƵƉŝĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�s ŝĐĞ��ŚĂŝƌ�ĂƐ�ǁ Ğůů�ĂƐ��ŚĂŝƌ�ƉƌŝŽƌ�ƚŽ�ďŽƚŚ�D ĂƌƟŶ�D ŽŽƌĞ�ĂŶĚ��Ǉƌŝů�
Mitkov. Both members are staying within the Group and have given great service whilst on Com-
ŵŝƩ ĞĞ͘�dŚĞ��ŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ�ƉĂƐƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĂŶŬƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƚǁ Ž�ůŽŶŐ-standing members of our Group.

Awards

We used this AGM to launch the annual award of the Horncastle Garage/Shell Trophy –�ƵƟůŝƐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�
dƌŽƉŚǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁ ĂƐ�ƌĞĐŽǀ ĞƌĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ��ĂƐŝŶŐƐƚŽŬĞ�' ƌŽƵƉ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĂƐƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŽƵƌ��ŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ͘�/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ǁ ĞƌĞ�
not present at the AGM you can read about the winner and the origins of the Trophy itself in the
ƐŚŽƌƚ�ĂƌƟĐůĞ�ďĞůŽǁ ͘

t Ğ�ĂůƐŽ�ŐĂǀ Ğ�Ă�&ϭZ^d�ĐĞƌƟĮ ĐĂƚĞ�ƚŽ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ŶĞǁ ĞƐƚ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͕ �, ĂƌůĞǇ�:ŽŶĞƐ͕ �Ă�ƐĞƌǀ ŝŶŐ�ƉŽůŝĐĞ�
Žĸ ĐĞƌ�ďĂƐĞĚ�ŝŶ�t ŝŵďůĞĚŽŶ�ĂŝŵŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƵƐĞ�ƚŚĞ�/�D �����ƚŽ�ĂƐƐŝƐƚ�ŚŝƐ�ĂŵďŝƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽůŝĐĞ�
driver response course at a later date. Harley brought supporters with him, and it was very pleasant
to meet his girlfriend and mother.
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zŽƵƌ�E Ğǁ ��ŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ�ϮϬϮϮ-23

dŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁ ŝŶŐ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ǁ ĞƌĞ�ĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƐĞƌǀ Ğ�ŝŶ��ŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ϮϬϮϮ-Ϯϯ��ŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ�

term:

' ƌŽƵƉ�Kĸ ĐĞƌƐ�;�ŽƌĞ��ŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞͿ͗ �
Chair - Nick Room
Vice Chair - Will Phaure
Secretary - Karen Allen
Treasurer - Dr Nicki Kitching

�ŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ��ƉƉŽŝŶƚŵĞŶƚƐ͗
Membership and Associate Coordinator - Alex Beeston
Chief Observer -��ĞƐ�D Đ�ĞƌŵŽƩ

Minutes Secretary - Fiona Brown*

* Fiona is not an official ĐŽƌĞ�ŵĞŵďĞƌ�ďƵƚ�ƐŚĞ�ĚŽĞƐ�ŽĨ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞ�Ɛŝƚ�ŝŶ�ŽŶ�Ăůů�ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ�;Žƌ�ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚƐ�
a deputy) to fulfil her role as our Minute taker.

KƵƌ��ǆƚĞŶĚĞĚ��ŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ�;�ŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ�WůƵƐͿ
EĞǁ ƐůĞƩĞƌ��ĚŝƚŽƌ�- Derek Maynard

Stop Press!

TVGAM achieves ‘High Performing Group’ status from IAM Roadsmart

Stuart Haythorn, our ASDM, has reassessed our Group performance since the last Audit which
ǁ ĂƐ�ĐĂƌƌŝĞĚ�ŽƵƚ�ŝŶ�:ƵůǇ�ϮϬϮϬ͘��ƌĂǁ ŝŶŐ�ĂƩ ĞŶƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ŐƌĞĂƚ�ƚĞƐƚ�ƌĞƐƵůƚƐ͕ �ĞǆĞŵƉůĂƌǇ�ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ŝŶŝƟĂͲ
Ɵǀ ĞƐ͕ �ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐŝǀ Ğ�ǁ ŽƌŬ�ƚŽǁ ĂƌĚƐ�ĂůŝŐŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�' ƌŽƵƉ͛ Ɛ�ŽďũĞĐƟǀ ĞƐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�/�D ͕ �ŽƵƌ�ƌĞĐͲ
ŽƌĚ�ŽŶ�ĂƩ ƌĂĐƟŶŐ�ǇŽƵŶŐ�Ěƌŝǀ ĞƌƐ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵŽƵƐ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀ ĞŵĞŶƚ�ŝŶ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂŶĚĞŵŝĐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƌĞĂƟǀ ŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ŚŽůĞ�ĐŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ͕�ds ' �D ͛ Ɛ�ĂƵĚŝƚ�ƌĞƐƵůƚ�
was upgraded from Commended to High Performing.

Stuart’s email to Chair Nick Room reads:-

͞ /ƚ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŐƌĞĂƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƉĞŶĚ�ƟŵĞ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ǇŽƵ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĞĂŵ�ůĂƐƚ�ŶŝŐŚƚ�ǁ ŚŝůƐƚ�ůŽŽŬŝŶŐ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀ ĞͲ
ŵĞŶƚƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�Ăůů�ŵĂĚĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĂǇ�ƚŽ�ĚĂǇ�ŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ds ' �D ͟ ͘
I can confirm that TVGAM is a ‘High Performing’ group, and I will update our records to show 
ƚŚŝƐ͘ �dŚŝƐ�ƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚĂƟŽŶ�ŝƐ�ǁ ŚŽůůǇ�ĚĞƐĞƌǀ ĞĚ�ĂƐ�ǇŽƵ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĞĂŵ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�ĂƵĚŝƚ�
ƚŽ�ĨŽĐƵƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ĂƌĞĂƐ�ŽĨ�ŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ĐŚĂŶŐŝŶŐ͕�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƵƉŐƌĂĚĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞǀ ĞůŽƉĞĚ�ŝŶƚŽ�
ƚŚĞ�͚ŵŽĚĞů͛�ƐǇƐƚĞŵƐ�ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ǇŽƵ�ŶŽǁ �ĞŵƉůŽǇ͘�/Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ͕ �ǇŽƵƌ�ŝŶŶŽǀ ĂƟǀ Ğ�ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ�ŝŶ�ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇͲ
ŝŶŐ��ƐŽůƵƟŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ŵĞĚŝĂ͕ �ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�Į ŶĚŝŶŐ�ƐŬŝůůĞĚ�ǀ ŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ�ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞ�ŽĨ�ds ' �D ͕ �ŚĂƐ�Őŝǀ ĞŶ�
ƚŚĞ�ŐƌŽƵƉ�ĂŶ�ĞǆĐĞůůĞŶƚ�ŶĞǁ �ǁ ĞďƐŝƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶǀ ŝƟŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƌůǇ�ƵƉĚĂƚĞĚ�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ŵĞĚŝĂ�ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�
should all gain great interest and bring in new members.
D Ǉ�ŚĞĂƌƞĞůƚ�ƚŚĂŶŬƐ�ŐŽĞƐ�ŽƵƚ�ƚŽ�Ğǀ ĞƌǇŽŶĞ�ŝŶǀ Žůǀ ĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�/�ůŽŽŬ�ĨŽƌǁ ĂƌĚ�ƚŽ�ƐĞĞŝŶŐ�
the success that these developments bring to TVGAM in the future.
Stuart Haythorn



The Horncastle Garage / Shell Trophy

TVGAM Premier Driver of the year

Horncastle Garage/Shell Trophy - inaugural award

As featured in the November newsletter, and witnessed at
the AGM, we have begun to award this trophy to the associ-
ate who gets the best driving competency score in their ad-
vanced test. For 2021 the award goes to Tony Milton. An
ADI, heavily involved in promoting driving safety, Tony
joined our Group in February 2020. Derek Wilson coached
Tony through to a heartily deserved F1RST with a compe-
tency score of 24. Well done to both Tony and Derek.

Read more Tony receiving the Horncastle Trophy
from ASDM Stuart Haythorn

KƵƌ�EĞǆƚ�D ĞĞƟŶŐ

Thursday 26th May – 8pm,

Holyport Memorial Hall, Moneyrow Green, Holyport, SL6 2NA

“FOR YOUR EYES ONLY!”

Eye floaters, what they are, and how they can be dealt with.

Fellow member and observer Tim Hill will bring his personal experiences to this talk about the im-

portance of good eyesight to driving, and the inconvenience – and danger – of ‘floaters’, defined as 

ǀ ŝƐŝďůĞ�ĚĞƉŽƐŝƚƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐĂŶ�ŵĂŶŝĨĞƐƚ�ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀ ĞƐ�ŝŶ�ĨƌŽŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƟŶĂ͘

ZĞĨƌĞƐŚŵĞŶƚƐ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�ƐĞƌǀ ĞĚ͕ �ĂŶĚ͕ �ĂƐ�ƵƐƵĂů͕�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�ĂŶ�ƵƉĚĂƚĞ�ŽŶ��ŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ�

ŝŶŝƟĂƟǀ ĞƐ

Tim Hill

https://mailchi.mp/9a1de14c0900/newsletter-in-november



Electric Vehicles and me - a user's journey – by Nicholas Edgley

dŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŚŝƌĚ�ĂŶĚ�Į ŶĂů�ŝŶƐƚĂůŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�E ŝĐŬ��ĚŐůĞǇ͛Ɛ�ůŽŶŐ�ĂƌƟĐůĞ�ŽŶ�ůŝǀ ŝŶŐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ĂŶ�ĞůĞĐƚƌŝĐ�ǀ ĞŚŝĐůĞ͘�

;&Žƌ�ƉƌĞǀ ŝŽƵƐ�ŝŶƐƚĂůŵĞŶƚƐ͕ �ƐĞĞ�ŽƵƌ�:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�D ĂƌĐŚ�E Ğǁ ƐůĞƩ ĞƌƐͿ͘

As before, these are Nick’s personal comments and are not necessarily endorsed by TVGAM.

/͛Ě�ůŝŬĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĂŶŬ�E ŝĐŬ�ĂŐĂŝŶ�ĨŽƌ�ŚŝƐ�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďŵŝƚ�ŝƚĞŵƐ�ĨŽƌ�

ĞĚŝƚŽƌŝĂů�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�editor@tvgam.org.uk, or myself.

Nick Room

chair@tvgam.org.uk

Instalment 3

Nick Edgley

The cost.

There is no argument that currently EVs are expensive when compared to equivalent petrol or diesel

ĞŶŐŝŶĞ�ĐĂƌƐ͕ �ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ƐĂůŽŽŶ�ĞŶĚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂƌŬĞƚ͘ �dŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�ƐƟůů�ƚƌƵĞ͕�ďƵƚ�ůĞƐƐ�ƐŽ͕ �Ăƚ�

the larger and performance end of the market.

I am fortunate to have my own business and, as a company car purchase, the capital cost was 100%

ƚĂǆ�ĚĞĚƵĐƟďůĞ�ĂƐ�ŽƉƉŽƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ϭϴй �ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝĐĞ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ƚĂǆ�ĚĞĚƵĐƟďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ĐĂƌ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ĞŵŝƐƐŝŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ϭ-50g/

km or just 6% for cars with emissions over 110g/k. The numbers may well have changed but you can

clearly see the Government’s thinking. There was also a government grant of around £5,000 (from

memory) towards the purchase which the dealer already deducted from the purchase price quoted.

The Benefit in Kind tax liability to the user of a company car was 7% of the car’s value in 2017 but in 

ƚĂǆ�ǇĞĂƌ�ϮϬϮϬͬ Ϯϭ�ǁ ĂƐ�Ϭй�ƌŝƐŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ϭй �ĂŶĚ�Ϯй �ƌĞƐƉĞĐƟǀ ĞůǇ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǆƚ�ƚǁ Ž�ƚĂǆ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͘ �ZĂƚĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŚŝŐŚ�

emissions vehicles could be as high as 37% for comparison.

dŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ǌĞƌŽ�ZŽĂĚ�&ƵŶĚ�>ŝĐĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĞǆĞŵƉƟŽŶ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�>ŽŶĚŽŶ��ŽŶŐĞƐƟŽŶ��ŽŶĞ�ĐŚĂƌŐĞƐ͘ �/Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�

Royal Borough of Westminster in London to park on a meter you must purchase 10 minutes parking,

ƵƐƵĂůůǇ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ϳ ϬƉ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ĐĂŶ�ƚŚĞŶ�ƐƚĂǇ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂǆŝŵƵŵ�ƟŵĞ�ĂůůŽǁ ĂďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĂƚ�ďĂǇ͕�ŶŽƌŵĂůůǇ�ĨŽƵƌ�

hours.



The Future.

Figures vary but EVs convert around 85 – 90% of their energy into propulsive power. A petrol vehicle
converts 12 – 30% of its petrol (not sure about diesel) energy into propulsive power. The real issue
with EVs is energy density and charging ability.

WĞƚƌŽů�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝĞƐĞů�ŚĂǀ Ğ�Ă�ůĂƌŐĞ�ĂŵŽƵŶƚ�ŽĨ�ĞŶĞƌŐǇ�ďǇ�ǀ ŽůƵŵĞ�ǁ ŚĞŶ�ĐŽŵƉĂƌĞĚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ďĂƩ ĞƌŝĞƐ͘ �, ĞŶĐĞ�ŵǇ�
car weighs over 2 tonnes whereas my Mercedes had a fuel tank which sat underneath the rear seats
and held 80 litres of fuel which weighs around 68kgs.

�ĂƌƌŝŶŐ�Ă�ďƌĞĂŬƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ŝŶ�ƚĞĐŚŶŽůŽŐǇ�ƚŚĞŶ͕ �ŝŶ�ŵǇ�ǀ ŝĞǁ ͕ �ďĂƩ ĞƌŝĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŵĂŝŶ�ůĂƌŐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞĂǀ Ǉ�
ĨŽƌ�ƐŽŵĞ�ƟŵĞ͘

As far as charging is concerned there are now, according to the website zap-map.com, almost 17,500
ĐŚĂƌŐŝŶŐ�ůŽĐĂƟŽŶƐ�Žī ĞƌŝŶŐ�Žǀ Ğƌ�ϰϳ ͕ ϬϬϬ�ĐŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶƐ͘ �dŚĂƚ�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŝƐ�ŐƌŽǁ ŝŶŐ͘�, Žǁ Ğǀ Ğƌ͕�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�
ŵĂŶǇ�Ěŝī ĞƌĞŶƚ�ĐŽŵƉĂŶŝĞƐ�ŽƉĞƌĂƟŶŐ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ĐŚĂƌŐĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƌĞůŝĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ŝƐ�ƉĂƚĐŚǇ͘��ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ��ŝƐͲ
ƉĂƚĐŚĞƐ�ŽŶ��ŚĂŶŶĞů�ϰ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ŶŝŐŚƚ�Ăƚ�ĂŶǇ�ŽŶĞ�ƟŵĞ�Žǀ Ğƌ�ϭϬй �ŽĨ�ƐƵĐŚ�ĐŚĂƌŐĞƌƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƵŶƐĞƌǀ ŝĐĞĂďůĞ͘�
Also, each company varies in how you gain access to their network. Some you need a smart card,
some an app and so on. Again, this emphasises the benefits of the Tesla network where queuing is 
rare and reliability close to 100%.

Much is made of the future of Hydrogen. I am open to persuasion, but the hurdles are significant. Hy-
ĚƌŽŐĞŶ�ŝƐ�Ϯ͕ ϳ ϬϬ�ƟŵĞƐ�ůĞƐƐ�ĞŶĞƌŐǇ�ĚĞŶƐĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ƉĞƚƌŽů�ŵĞĂŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁ ĞŝŐŚƚ�ĂŶĚ�ǀ ŽůƵŵĞ�ŽĨ�ƐƚŽƌĂŐĞ�ƐǇƐͲ
ƚĞŵƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĂŶ�ŝƐƐƵĞ͘��ŝƐƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞƐ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮ ĐĂŶƚ�ŶĞǁ �ŝŶĨƌĂƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞ͘�, ǇĚƌŽŐĞŶ�ĂůƐŽ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞƐ�ĞŶĞƌŐǇ�
to produce.

I have an open mind and am willing to change and adapt as required.

I think the UK date for banning the sale of new petrol or diesel cars will slip but, like the California tail
ƉŝƉĞ�ĞŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ůĞŐŝƐůĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ϭϵϲϲ ͕ �ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ŽŌĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐĂƐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŵĂŶƵĨĂĐƚƵƌĞƌƐ�ŽŶůǇ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞ�ǁ ŚĞŶ�
ĨŽƌĐĞĚ͕ �ƵƐƵĂůůǇ�ďǇ�ůĞŐŝƐůĂƟŽŶ�Žƌ�ďǇ�ĐŽŶƐƵŵĞƌ�ĚĞŵĂŶĚ͘

dŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ŵƵĐŚ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ĐŽďĂůƚ�ŵŝŶŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ͕ �ǁ ŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ĞƚŚŝĐƐ�ŶĞĞĚ�ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐŝŶŐ�ďƵƚ�ŝƚ�
ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ŶŽƚ�ďĞ�ĨŽƌŐŽƩ ĞŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐĂƌ�ďĂƩĞƌŝĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŽŶůǇ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŶǇ�ǁ ŽƌůĚǁ ŝĚĞ�ƵƐĞƐ�ŽĨ�ĐŽďĂůƚ͘

It is also a fact that all cars, whether electric or petrol/diesel, are environmentally unfriendly in manu-
facture and at end of life. What I do like about EVs is that they do not pump out noxious fumes into
ƚŚĞ�ŚĞĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŽǁ ŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŝƟĞƐ�ůĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉĂůůŝŶŐ�Ăŝƌ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ǁ Ğ�ŶŽǁ �ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ�ŝŶ�ďƵŝůƚ�ƵƉ�ĂƌĞĂƐ͘ �
�ĚŵŝƩ ĞĚůǇ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽǁ Ğƌ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ĐĂƵƐĞƐ�ƉŽůůƵƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŽŽ�ǁ ŝůů�ŶĞĞĚ�ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐŝŶŐ͘

There are many valid arguments for and against greener vehicles but one thing I am certain of is that
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ�ŚƵŵĂŶŬŝŶĚ�Į ŶĚƐ�ƐŽůƵƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ĐŚĂŶŐŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽďůĞŵƐ͘

I really enjoy my Tesla and, if I am selfish, the longer people resist change the longer I benefit from the 
ŵƵůƟƚƵĚĞ�ŽĨ�ŐŽǀ ĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽƵŶĐŝů�ŝŶĐĞŶƟǀ ĞƐ͊

/�ŬŶŽǁ �ƚŚĂƚ�Ăƚ�ƐŽŵĞ�ƉŽŝŶƚ�ƚŚĞ�' Žǀ ĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ǁ ŝůů�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ƚŽ�ĚĞǀ ŝƐĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ŵĞĂŶƐ�ŽĨ�ĐŽůůĞĐƟŶŐ�ƌĞǀ ĞŶƵĞ�ƚŽ�
ĐŽŵƉĞŶƐĂƚĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽƐƐ�ŽĨ�ĚƵƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƚĂǆ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƉĞƚƌŽů�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝĞƐĞů�ƐĂůĞƐ�ďƵƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞĂŶƟŵĞ͙ ͘ ͘



Did you know….

dǇƌĞ�ĚƵƐƚ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ϭϬϬϬ�ƟŵĞƐ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŚĂƌŵĨƵů�ƚŚĂŶ�ĞǆŚĂƵƐƚ�ĨƵŵĞƐ�ĂĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�Emissions

�ŶĂůǇƟĐƐ.

t Ğ�Ăůů�ŬŶŽǁ �ƚŚĂƚ�ƚǇƌĞƐ�ǁ ĞĂƌ�ĚŽǁ Ŷ͕ �ďƵƚ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ǇŽƵ�Ğǀ Ğƌ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĞĚ�ǁ ŚĞƌĞ�Ăůů�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ƉĂƌƟĐůĞƐ�ŐŽ͍ ���h<�

based start-ƵƉ�dŚĞ�dǇƌĞ��ŽůůĞĐƟǀ Ğ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ǁ ŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ƚĂĐŬůŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽďůĞŵ�ŽĨ�ƚǇƌĞ�ǁ ĞĂƌ͘

According to the UK government, the dust they emit is the second largest ŵŝĐƌŽƉůĂƐƟĐpollutant in

our oceans.

A team of students from Imperial College and the Royal College of Art have

ĚĞǀ ĞůŽƉĞĚ�ĚĞǀ ŝĐĞ�ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ĂƩ ĂĐŚĞƐ�ƚŽ�Ă�ĐĂƌ�ƚǇƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƵƐĞƐ�ĞůĞĐƚƌŽƐƚĂƟĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�

aerodynamics of a spinning wheel to collect the dust as it is produced. The

ĚĞǀ ŝĐĞ�ĐĂŶ�ƌĞŵŽǀ Ğ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�ϲϬй �ŽĨ�ƚǇƌĞ�ǁ ĞĂƌ�ƉĂƌƟĐůĞƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŽĂĚ͘ ��

dŚĞ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ�ŝƐ�ŽŌĞŶ�ƉƵƚ�ĨŽƌǁ ĂƌĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽǁ Ğƌ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ�ŶĞƚǁ ŽƌŬ�ǁ ŽƵůĚ�ŶŽƚ�ĐŽƉĞ�ŝĨ�ǁ Ğ�Ăůů�
bought EVs. Indeed, it wouldn’t but we will not all buy EVs overnight much as we didn’t all buy petrol
cars overnight in the earlier 20th century.

�ƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇ�ŵŽƐƚ�ĐĂƌ�ĐŚĂƌŐŝŶŐ�ƚĂŬĞƐ�ƉůĂĐĞ�Žǀ ĞƌŶŝŐŚƚ͘ ���ƟŵĞ�ǁ ŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌŝĚ�ŚĂƐ�ĞǆĐĞƐƐ�ĐĂƉĂĐŝƚǇ͕�ŚĞŶĐĞ�
cheap overnight tariffs, so electricity demand is not a problem yet.

��ƉŝĞĐĞ�ǁ ƌŝƩ ĞŶ�ůĂƚĞ�ůĂƐƚ�ǇĞĂƌ�ďǇ�' ƌĂĞŵĞ��ŽŽƉĞƌ�ŽĨ�E ĂƟŽŶĂů�' ƌŝĚ�ŵĂŬĞƐ�ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ǁ ŚĞƌĞ�ŚĞ�
claims ‘There is definitely enough energy and the grid can cope easily.’ (Source: ŚƩ ƉƐ͗ ͬ ͬ
ǁ ǁ ǁ ͘ ŶĂƟŽŶĂůŐƌŝĚ͘ ĐŽŵͬ ƐƚŽƌŝĞƐͬ ũŽƵƌŶĞǇ-to-net-zero-stories/can-grid-cope-extra-demand-electric-
cars )

There are many valid arguments for and against greener vehicles but one thing I am certain of is that
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ�ŚƵŵĂŶŬŝŶĚ�Į ŶĚƐ�ƐŽůƵƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ĐŚĂŶŐŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽďůĞŵƐ͘

——————-ooooooOOOoooooo—————-

MOTORING
^

Tyre Dust



�ƌŝǀ ŝŶŐ��ŵďŝƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ZĞĚƵĐĞ��ŵŝƐƐŝŽŶƐ

TVGAM in partnership with IAM RoadSmart and IAAPS (University of Bath) will be holding a serries of

ŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƟǀ Ğ�ĞǆŚŝďŝƟŽŶ�ƌŽĂĚƐŚŽǁ Ɛ�ŝŶ�ϱ�ůŽĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�dŚĂŵĞƐ�s ĂůůĞǇ�' ƌŽƵƉ�ĂƌĞĂ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƐƵŵŵĞƌ͘���WůĂŶƐ�

for the first 3 are well under way with WINDSOR and BRACKNELL scheduled for September:

JUNE 25th Altwood C of E School, MAIDENHEAD, SL6 4PU.

JULY 11th The Forest School, Winnersh, WOKINGHAM, RG41 5NE.

JULY 25th John Madjeski Academy, READING, RG2 8AF

^ƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŽƵƌ�ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌƐ͕ �ƚŚĞ�h<Z/��ĞŶƚƌĞ�ĨŽƌ��ŽĐƚŽƌĂů�dƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ŝŶ��Ěǀ ĂŶĐĞĚ��ƵƚŽŵŽƟǀ Ğ����WƌŽƉƵůƐŝŽŶ��

^ǇƐƚĞŵƐ�ďĂƐĞĚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�hŶŝǀ ĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ŽĨ��ĂƚŚ ͕ �ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƟǀ ĞůǇ�ĞǆŚŝďŝƟŶŐ�ŽŶ�ƚŽƉŝĐƐ�ƚŚĞŵĞĚ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�‘What

does driving look like in 2040’. &ƌŽŵ�ƌŽĂĚ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶ͕ �ĂůƚĞƌŶĂƟǀ Ğ�ĨƵĞůƐ͕ �ƚŽ�ŚŽǁ �Ěƌŝǀ ĞƌƐ�ŵƵƐƚ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�

ŚĂďŝƚƐ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĚƵĐĞ�ĐĂƌďŽŶ�ĞŵŝƐƐŝŽŶƐ͘ ��t Ğ�Ăůů�ŚĂǀ Ğ�Ă�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĚƵĐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĐĂƌďŽŶ�ĞŵŝƐƐŝŽŶƐ�ĐƌĞĂƟŶŐ�

ĐůŝŵĂƚĞ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŽƵƌ�ĂŶĚ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ͘ ���/ƚ�ŝƐŶ’t just what vehicle we drive, or what fuels it, but

how we drive it.

ds ' �D �ǁ ŝůů�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ƐƚĂŶĚƐ�ƉƌŽŵŽƟŶŐ�/�D �ZŽĂĚ^ŵĂƌƚ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞƐ͕ �ĚŝƐƉůĂǇŝŶŐ��Ěǀ ĂŶĐĞĚ��ƌŝǀ ŝŶŐ�ǀ ŝĚĞŽƐ͕ �ƉůƵƐ�Ă�

Drive Clinic where visitors can come to discuss issues about their own bad driving habits with an

observer, and the opportunity to purchase ADCs, book taster drives and assessments.

t Ğ�ǁ ĂŶƚ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂŶĚ�ďĞ�Ă�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ŝƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞůƉ�ƚŽ�ĂƩ ƌĂĐƚ�ŶĞǁ �ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͕ �ƐŽ�ƉůĞĂƐĞ�ŐĞƚ�

involved by volunteering to help at these Saturday morning events (9 a.m. to 2 p.m.).

Contact: Will Phaure (events@tvgam.org.uk) or Nick Room (chair@tvgam.org.uk) to register your in-

terest.



For those who don't know me already, I have been a member of the TVGAM since late
2019 and passed my Advanced Driver’s Course with a F1RST in December 2019. Full
credit goes to my observer at the time, Richard who was excellent in ironing out all my bad
habits and teaching me stuff I was simply not aware of. Albeit I do have a passion for cars,
my true passion is wine. Like cars the hardest question to answer is: What is your favourite
wine? The answer is often an essay as it starts with a wine from Italy and somehow ends up
in France! The same can be said about cars when asked what is your favourite car?
The answer is easier as the country stays as Germany - speaking of Germany, I am rather
partial to their Rieslings as well!

My real job is selling wine to restaurants and designing wine lists with recommended
selling prices (yes I am the one that recommends the restaurant wine prices based on
costs) which does however involve a lot of admin as well as the glamorous side of wine
tasting. The train is a better option at this point! My job allows me to drive a lot going from
one customer to another and driving many roads that are new to me. The advanced driving
course has been an absolute asset for this part of my job which has made driving more fun
and a safer experience especially when you are in work mode. When I am back from my
daytime job, I am involved with helping to promote TVGAM with the events side of the
Group which I will continue to do with my new role as Vice Chair. This will help to sup-
port the current committee especially with the exciting times and events ahead.

Meet Will Phaure- our new TVAGM Vice Chair

Will Phaure



New to the team

Meet Fiona Brown – our new Committee Minutes Secretary

There isn't much to say about me really just that I am a fairly new member
of TVGAM having passed my advanced driving test in August last year
and have taken on the role of Minutes Secretary.

I’m Derek Maynard your new newsletter Editor. I moved to Reading last
year to be closer to the family. I went on to YouTube website to see how to
use Publisher and at times it seems to have a mind of it own! Putting some
photos in was a problem as well, but should be easier next time round.
I passed my IAM test last century, and I also help to run
Stammering self help group in Reading area: www.stamma.org

I will give more details of myself in the next newsletter,
The dog is Peppa named by grandchildren after Peppa pig, who likes to sit
on my lap.

�ǆĐŝƟŶŐ�ds ' �D �t ĞďƐŝƚĞ�E Ğǁ Ɛ͊

Members are invited to visit our new website which has been thoroughly updated and is now

live at

www.tvgam.org.uk

dŚĞ�ƐŝƚĞ�ŚĂƐ�Ă�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�ŶĞǁ �ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞƐ�ƵƐĞĨƵů�ƚŽ�Ăůů�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͕ �Žī ĞƌŝŶŐ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ�ĨƵŶĐƟŽŶĂůŝƚǇ͕�ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚƐ�Ă�ŵĂũŽƌ�ŝŶǀ ĞƐƚŵĞŶƚ�ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ǇŽƵ͘ �WůĞĂƐĞ�ƚĂŬĞ�ƐŽŵĞ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ�ĨĂŵŝůͲ
iarise yourself with the new website.
�Ɛ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�Ăůů�ŵŽĚĞƌŶ�ďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƟŽŶƐ͕ �ǁ Ğ�ĂƌĞ�ůŽŽŬŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽŵŽƚĞ�ds ' �D �ƚŽ�Ă�ŵƵĐŚ�ǁ ŝĚĞƌ�

audience and therefore please tell your friends and family about the new website. Our mem-

bers are our best ambassadors. We will also have the facility to capture enquirers if they agree

ƚŽ�ůĞĂǀ Ğ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ�ĚĞƚĂŝůƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝƚĞ͕�ĞŶĂďůŝŶŐ�ƵƐ�ƚŽ�ĚĞǀ ĞůŽƉ�Ă�ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŶĞǁ �ƉƌŽͲ

spects, and hoping they will be encouraged to engage with an IAM Roadsmart course.

All feedback welcome.



Chief’s Observations

I recently attended the Thames Valley Community Fund presentation, which was

organised by the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner. TVGAM were awarded

£1,000 by the community fund following a bid that we made in 2021. The funds will

be used by TVGAM to promote our road safety initiatives in the Thames Valley area

over the next year. The event was really well organised and was attended by all of

the organisations who were successful with bids that were made in 2021. Suffice it

to say, there is only a limited amount of funds available and the demand for them is

very high. To put this into context, the organisations that were successful in their

bids run charities that make a significant difference to our communities. This

included domestic violence and abuse, mental health, search and rescue and

homelessness charities across the Thames Valley. A theme that emerged on the day

was that all of these organisations rely heavily

on volunteers and require funding to help with

their everyday operational costs.

It was also very clear from the presentation

and the discussions that I had afterwards with

representatives of the other charities how road

safety was really valued by the attendees. Many

of the people that I held discussions with

commented that they were interested in

advanced driving and improving their own driving

standards. There was also interest in what IAM RoadSmart offers to younger drivers

in particular so I took the opportunity to share the success that TVGAM has had in

recruiting younger drivers to the organisation. The awards were presented by John

Campbell (Thames Valley Chief Constable) and Matthew Barber (Thames Valley Police

and Crime Commissioner) who commended TVGAM on the work that we are engaging

in to promote road safety in the area. Following the Community Fund presentation,

TVGAM has been invited to the next Thames Valley Road Safety Summit. This is a

series of events designed to reduce the number of deaths on roads in the Thames

Valley area and it will bring together a wide range of organisations and road users to

put a strategy in place to that end. This is an excellent opportunity for TVGAM to

share our experiences of road safety and to make our roads safer for all users. A

special thank you to the TVGAM committee, and Nick Room in particular, for all of

the hard work in winning the bid.

Safe driving

Des McDermott

Chief Observer



MEMBERSHIP MATTERS – May 2022

New Members
A warm welcome to all new Members who have recently joined the TVGAM group.

Associate Members:

We wish you all every success with your Advanced Driving Courses.

The total of New Members joining TVGAM in 2022 is: 13

TVGAM Annual Membership fees:

A proposal to increase TVGAM members subscriptions was tabled and passed at the Groups AGM

last month. Subscriptions have not been increased since 2014, but with operating costs increasing it

was unanimously agreed that an increase was in order. Effective from June 1st renewals and mem-

bers transferring in will be asked to pay the new rates of £12 (email newsletter) and £22 (postal

newsletter – restricted circulation)

Associates: 1st year is included in your course fee. 2nd and subsequent years will be £36.50

£12 for all members receiving newsletters and bulletins via email.

£22 only for members who depend on newsletters and bulletins by mail.

Payment methods
Bank transfers: Lloyds Bank, Maidenhead Sort Code 30-95-36 Account No. 07015567

Reference: Please enter your Group Member ID (e.g. nn/nnn)

Cheques: Payee: Thames Valley Group of Advanced Motorists (full Group title please).
Please post to my home address on your email reminder.

Alex Beeston - Membership Secretary

Ross Lewis from Henley
Niraj Arora from Maidenhead
Umar Alyas from Reading

Oliver Atwal from Reading
Jason Tisdale from Bracknell
Frances Faulkner from Eton

Jake Rouse from Wokingham
D ĂƌƟŶ�t ŝƚŚĞƌƐ from Reading

Test Passes

Many congratulations to the following associates who have recently passed
their Advanced Driving Tests and to their respective observers.

Associate Observer

Harley Jones (F1RST) Nicki Kitching

Kieran Cubbage Nicki Kitching

The total number of Test Passes in 2022 is: 3

All other
Members:

Please help keep your membership records up-to-date—email changes to membership@tvgam.org.uk


